Sonography as an adjunct to plain film in the evaluation of acute abdominal pain.
A prospective clinical study was made in order to determine the value of routine sonography in conjunction with plain abdominal films on 150 patients with acute abdominal symptoms. In 23% important diagnostic information was achieved, most commonly in acute biliary disease. Less important pathological entities were revealed in 21% of the patients. In 1% sonography yielded misleading information. The use of sonography should be increased and it might be recommended as an adjunct to plain film evaluation in patients with acute abdomen if plain films do not reveal the reason for abdominal symptoms.